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much. Yet brilliant as were Fox's talents, he could not get
either the nation or the King to accept this ministry. Many
people were disgusted at an alliance between such oppo-
nents, Fox the advanced Whig, and North the extreme
Tory. Clearly such an alliance had no solid base. When
Fox brought in his India Bill, his enemies saw their chance.
This Bill proposed to take over the powers of the East India
Company and to govern the Indian provinces through Com-
missioners and officials, all of whom would naturally be
appointed by Fox's government. The King acted. He could
no longer control the Commons, but he had absolute con-
trol of the Lords. He sent messages stating that " whoever
voted for the bill would be considered his enemy ", and as
a result the measure was thrown out, and the Coalition
ministry resigned.1

Their place was taken (December, 1783) by a young man
of twenty-four, William Pitt the second son of the great
Earl of Chatham, and with his appearance a new period
began.

1 Fox had ** sold his birthright for a mess of pottage ", for after these few
weeks in power, he was out of office for twenty years.